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Langdale Week 


There are still a few vacancies for this enterprise in walking 
and good fellowship among the Lakeland Fells, week June 
12-19. The cost of accommodation and food is £5 10s. 
Enquiries to Bob Foxcroft, 106 Gawsworth Road, Maccles- i 
field, Cheshire. | 


In Flanders Fields 


i This little booklet by Barclay Baron has been reprinted. 
l Profusely illustrated, with a map of the Salient, it is an 
invaluable guide and history for any visitor to Flanders. 
Price 2s.(postage 3d.). Obtainable from Toc H Publications 
Department. 


Ten Men went to Mow 


This is the theme and title of the handsome eight-page col- 
oured leaflet specially prepared for Jubilee Year. Containing a f 

concise explanation of Toc H and seven fine action pictures, HT 
it is splendid ammunition for any Branch recruiting cam- 
paign. Price 8s. 6d. per hundred (postage 3s.). Obtainable 
from Toc H Publications Department. 


Advertisers 


i Manufacturers of a wide range of articles of interest to our 
readers will find the JoURNAL pages helpful in making their 
goods and services known. Enquiries about space and 
| charges will be welcomed by Stan Waters, who handles our 
l advertising, at Messrs. Arthur H. Wheeler & Co., St. 
j 


Stephen’s House, Victoria Embankment, London, S.W.1. 


Ourselves 


| 
! 
l The Toc H Journat is published monthly eleven times | 
f a year. The April issue is a double number and there is | 
| no August number. A subscription can commence with | 
| 

l 


any issue and costs only 9s. for a complete year. 


N.B.—A price concession to 7s. 6d. per dozen, post free, | 


l is made to Branches ordering a minimum of one dozen. 
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EVERY YEAR members and friends, men and women of all ages 


and from many countries, make the journey to Talbot House in 
Poperinge. Those who go for the first time doubtless have their 


: reconceived ideas about the House itself, 
Poperinge ving already siceped themselves in the 

and Us literature about it. Rarely, if ever, are they 
disappointed; very often it comes alive for them far more than 
they could have thought possible. In listening to their impressions 
one additional note of astonishment is rarely absent: they had 
been quite overwhelmed by the warmth of affection of the people 
of Poperinge for Talbot House and all who go there. This 
“uncovenanted mercy” is something that grows stronger, not 
weaker, with the years, as next month’s Jubilee celebrations in 
Poperinge will surely testify. In this month's JOURNAL we give 
thanks for what Talbot House has given and will continue to 
give. Surcly one of the proofs of the living truth at the heart of 
Toc H is that its roots have gone so deep in this little Belgian 
town. 


ALL OVER THE country there are Branches giving a trial to the 
suggested new Ceremony of Light adapted by Alan Paton from 
the prayer of St. Francis. When we have becn present at such 
: Branch meetings we have found all too often 
[aking oe that the new words have been read, often 
lightly from the original cyclostyled paper, with only 
the light of the Lamp to assist the reader. Inevitably the result is 
a very stumbling and unconvincing performance, which is no 
fair test of the new form. We do urge that those who take the 
new Ceremony should first memorise it perfectly and deliver it 
clearly, without hesitations. Otherwise how can we hope to 
form a fair judgement? 
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THE FIRST-NIGHT performance of ‘‘South Pacific” by the amazingly 
versatile cast and musicians of the Stock Exchange Dramatic 
and Operatic Society at the Scala Theatre last February brought 
“South pleasure to a full house of members, families 
Sy a and friends from London and the Home 
Pacific Counties. Toc H was also given half of the 
seats for the second evening to accommodate the overflow 
bookings and, as a total result, no less than £940 was raised for 
the new wing of Mark XX, Putney. Our warm thanks to everyone 
concerned. We were sorry that the Vice-Patron was prevented 
by illness from attending. 


ANYTHING WRITTEN by Barclay Baron, as recent readers of the 
JOURNAL will have been reminded, reads like a piece of effortless 
prose of the highest order. This was the “‘art that conceals art”, 
‘© One Man’s for most of what he wrote was drafted many 
$5 times before it reached print. His works were 
Pattern not such as would lend themselves to an 
anthology, and in any case anthologies are not much in fashion 
these days. But when he retired from the Toc H staff he wrote 
in the November 1957 JouRNAL his own brief autobiography, 
“One Man’s Pattern’. Some of ‘Barkis’s’ Toc H friends have 
financed privately the reprinting of this, his testament to beauty 
and to life. Obtainable at 1s. 6d. from Toc H Publications 
Department, it should be read, not only by old admirers, but by 
any young folk who wish to get all they can out of the life that 
lies ahead of them. 


THE NEW SEASON of Loch Eil courses opens on May 8 with every 
reason for feelings of encouragement. By the end of February 
there were already 360 firm bookings, accounting for more than 
L.E.G.S. to half the total of 600 places for the full year. 
An illustrated leaflet has now been produced, 
Stand On telling Branches in what ways they can pro- 
mote the work of Loch Eil and how the work there can be of 
future benefit to Toc H. Entitled The Loch Eil Centre and You, 
this illustrated leaflet, price 2d., is obtainable from Toc H 
Publications Department. During the year we shall very likely be 
hearing a good deal about a new scheme to provide a follow-up 
to the work at Loch Eil. Broadly speaking, it envisages an 
Organisation to give young people week-end instruction in all 
kinds of outdoor activities, including ski-ing and mountaineering. 
It would also require them to give service in their Scottish towns 
and cities and in building shelters in the mountains. Entitled 
“Loch Eil Group Scheme” (L.E.G.S. for short), the proposal 
has been given the full blessing of the Central Executive. Long 
life to long L.E.G.S! 
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From the Upper Room; the road to Ypres 


Prologue 
EDMUND BLUNDEN 


TMHOSE WHO remember the ancient town Poperinge when 
it was a few miles behind the British front line in 
Flanders fifty years ago and after, are unlikely to have 
forgotten the fact and fame of its unusual club, Toc H. 
Let me quote an early frequenter: “From the House many 
a man, after resting awhile in the chamber which is called 
Peace, went on his way ready to fight victoriously against 
Apollyon, the Prince of the Powers of Darkness.” 


It is doubtful if many of the soldiers who knew that 
House imagined what a future, extending far beyond 
Flanders and far beyond the concerns of those on active 
service, was to be granted to it. Perhaps some of the younger 
multitude in so many parts of the world whose lives are the 
richer for and also enrich Toc H, have still to look into 
P. B. Clayton’s Tales of Talbot House. In the Jubilee Year, 
veterans can make up for former lack of imagination as 
the vast humanity and divine hope of the Movement shine 
on and find new ways of service. 
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Brief History of Poperinge 


Willy was one of the party from Poperinge at last year’s 
Dor Knap ‘Continentals’ Week’. This is the history as 
he told us then. 


TN THE VERY beginning the Romans conquered under the 

leadership of Caesar the region of Poperinge in B.c. 58. 
As you know, Caesar constructed big roads through his 
empire. A cross-road of the high-road, Boulogne-Cologne, 
crossed the district of Poperinge. This road is very impor- 
tant for the history of Poperinge. 


In the fifth century A.D. the Franks conquered the region. 
And now, how explain the name “Poperinge”? Poperinge 
means Pupurn—inga—hem, inga=of, hem=home, farm. 
In English: “the farm of Pupurn”, one of the Frankish 
farmers. Like each farm (villa), this of Pupurn was divided 
in three parts: l. Terra dominicata: the ground where lived 
the farmer and his slaves. 2. Terra mensonaria: the ground 
where lived the farmers who hired the ground. 3. Terra 
communis: common ground. 


Poperinge was not so big as now. In the seventeenth 
century another villa was added to the farm of Pupurn, 
“Het Zwijnland” (Land of pigs). In Poperinge there is also 
a river, but a little one. And just at the place where the 
Roman way crossed the river, we find the market-place. 
That was the start of a town, which through history seems 
to be attached in many a way to Great Britain and its 
people. 

This town developed to an important commercial place, 
In Poperinge a special kind of cloth nowadays known as 
“popeline” was weaved. Because the town grew quickly a 
Charter was given by the Count of Flanders, Diederik of 
the Elzas, in 1147. This Charter contained some important 
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articles, for instance: I. Each Friday merchants may sell 
their goods on the market-place. Now it’s stillso. 2. A canal 
may be dug because the merchants need a way to carry 
cheaply their goods. So you can understand that every week 
thirty ships arrived at Poperinge and that the “popeline” of 
Poperinge was sold in all the countries of Europe, even in 
Spain and in Novgorod in Russia. 


The first ‘Continentals’ Week’ at Dor Knap, August 1963, attended 
by cight young men from Poperinge and district. 


There also was another reason why the canal was dug. 
The inhabitants of Ypres were in trouble with the inhabi- 
tants of Poperinge, because Ypres, one of the three biggest 
towns of Flanders, saw that their neighbour sold more 
cloth than themselves. They taxed the merchants of Poper- 
inge who passed Ypres. The canal was thus the cheapest 
result. We even see that those troubles grew more and more. 
The weavers of Ypres came to Poperinge and destroyed all 
the weaving looms. But the inhabitants of Poperinge said 
nothing and constructed new machines. The people of 
Ypres came back for the second time and in the fighting the 
leader of each side was killed, so everyone went home. 
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These troubles were the start of two nicknames. The 
people of Poperinge are still called “Keikoppen” (the 
boulderheads) and the people of Ypres, “Kinderen” (the 
children). 


But a new enemy appeared, namely England. In the 
twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the English 
people sold wool to Poperinge and they brought the finished 
fabrics to England. But England became clever and wove 
itself “popeline”. 

A second reason why England became an enemy was the 
following. The people of Poperinge fought together with 
France against England. The Duke of Gloucester came to 
Poperinge and punished the inhabitants. He destroyed 2,500 
houses. You can observe, so many houses? Yes, it seems 
that Poperinge in that time had 40,000 inhabitants. (Now 
12,500 inhabitants.) It’s also therefore that Poperinge had 
and still has three churches. Our Lady’s Church and St. 
John’s (built in 1290) and St. Bertin’s, the oldest, destroyed 
by the Duke of Gloucester. 


All those troubles were the death of Poperinge. But there 
was a revival. The people began to cultivate hops. You 
know the hop is one of the greatest ingredients in the brewing 
of beer. The hop is the most important source of money. 


You can ask me, is England now an enemy? No, because 
the friendship was consolidated during the First World War 
when the British troops were stationed in Poperinge near 
the front line. It was during this period, in December 1915, 
that the Reverend Philip Clayton opened a soldiers’ club in 
Poperinge called “Talbot House”, where the men, coming 
back from battle, could take a good rest in a sphere of 
companionship and friendliness. 


As silent witness of the battles fought around Poperinge 
during the First World War, more than one hundred 
cemeteries remind us of the sacrifice of the English soldiers 
in the region. Poperinge has one of the greatest English 
cemeteries, Lyssenthoek, the second greatest British war 
cemetery of Belgium. Nearly eleven thousand soldiers are 
resting there. “Their name liveth for ever!” 
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With Gilbert Talbot 


G. H. NASH 


ʻAppy` Nash, D.C.M., was Gilbert Talbot's platoon 
sergeant. He is now a Vice-President of Toc H and one 
of the regular custodians al All Hallows. 


T was IN the glorious summer of 1914, when there was a 
it spot of bother across the Channel, that I was privileged 
to meet Lieut. Talbot; full name Gilbert Walter Lyttelton 
Talbot; the youngest son of the then Bishop of Winchester. 


He was commissioned almost straight from university 
and late in September he was posted to C. Coy. 7th Battalion 
Rifle Brigade and given charge of No. 9 platoon. 


First impression he gave on meeting was that he was 
rather shy and self-conscious, but we were soon to know 
his true character. He was a born leader. His first morning 
on parade was rather amusing; the platoon lined up and he 
inspected us; faint smiles on the faces of the boys. He then 
told us what he expected from us; first obedience to orders, 
we must be properly dressed, clean, shaved, spruce and 
smart. Then there were more giggles. Puzzled, he called me 
aside and asked the cause of this. I had to inform him that 
his cap, with peak and badge, should be facing to the front, 
his tie should not be holding his left ear up, and that tapes 
on his puttees were for tying up. I let him see himself in a 
mirror and he was shocked! 


After this he was much smarter and much more tidy in 
his dress. We were in barracks at Aldershot until fully 
uniformed and equipped, doing our training. By late 
October we were getting more like a fighting unit, and 
Gilbert was very efficient and gave us some wonderful 
lectures on field work and hygiene. 


The first Monday we were fully equipped with rifles, etc., 
we had a Brigade route march in ful! marching order. We 
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led the column on the outward journey, but at Trimley it 
was “about turn” and we were in the rear. It was a very hot 
dusty day with a head wind and this began to tell on the 
men, who were falling out to 
the side of the road, but 
Gilbert, although almost 
whacked, kept going from front 
to rear, cheering and encourag- 
ing, and urging them to keep 
going. Every man in the platoon 
reached camp, some being half 
carried. I saw Gilbert with two 
rifles which he had taken from 
the exhausted men who just 
managed to make camp. He 
dismissed the men and made 
sure that all had hot water to 
wash their feet, and to put on 
clean socks. Then he thought 
of himself, but was too whacked 
to eat lunch. This was typical of Gilbert right through; 
his men first, himself last. 


Gilbert Talbot at Oxford 


Gilbert was not too good with a rifle on the range. With 
five rounds rapid fire 1 had two bulls and three inners. 
Gilbert, firing on the next target, had two outers and 
presented me with an outer; the other two were not regis- 
tered. This he related at Mess that night and caused much 
merriment and leg-pulling. Later, towards Christmas, the 
weather was bad and we were moved into billets at Trilford. 
With Gilbert I was billeted with a very charming retired tea 
planter. This was a very happy time. Being near Farnham 
we had many happy trips to the Castle, Gilbert's home, and 
he entertained the platoon there on two occasions. On 
Christmas Eve we had forty-eight hours leave; | went home 
to London. Gilbert had a wonderful time with his family at 
the Castle. Christmas Day was the only day I did not see 
Gilbert during our service together. 
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Then back to Aldershot to complete our training. On 
May 17 I drove Gilbert to Chelsea to see his cousin, Miss 
A. Lyttelton. This was farewell and he left in her care a 
lovely silver cross which is now in the Guild Church of 
Toc H. He was very quiet and subdued on the return journey, 
On the 18th we spent the morning at the Castle. This was 
the final farewell, for the next day, May 19, we crossed the 
Channel and spent the remainder of the night in tin huts on 
the hill at Boulogne. Early in the morning we saw England, 
for Gilbert the last view of home. We had a quiet day, with 
Gilbert lecturing us on the war and outlining our future 
and prospects, joined by all of C. Coy. 


The next day we were on the march towards Ypres; then 
in the trenches at St. Eloi, where we had our baptism of 
fire. Gilbert was very cool but very sad at the loss of a young 
rifleman, shot through the head. This was not a good intro- 
duction to the line. The weather was hot and there were 
many French and German bodies lying about and the 
stench was awful; we buried twenty-five bodies between the 
lines. Then, after two days rest, back to the Ypres sector 
and straight into the front line for a week. Here we had a 
lot of casualties, including three brothers. Then we got out 
for five days rest, which meant three nights up to the 
trenches with rations and sandbags. Gilbert always took 
the lead on these trips and brought all his men safely back. 
On July 4, again in the trenches, we took over the lip of the 
Hooge crater. This was just hell. We were in the front line 
and had many casualties; then for four days we were in 
reserve. On July 27 we were back again in the front line 
and relieved on the 29th. About 10.30 p.m. the Company 
marched back to rest at Vlamertinghe. 


About 3.30 a.m. on July 30 1 reported to Gilbert that the 
trenches had been lost through the enemy liquid fire attack. 
The men were roused and fitted up with tea, bread and 
cheese and a double issue of ammunition, and about 6.30 
we moved off again to the trenches. About 8.30 a.m. 
Gilbert and I went forward to reconnoitre to take up 
position for the counter-attack. On the way we had a 
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wonderful talk; Gilbert really opened his heart to me. I 
heard all of his past life and what he had hoped for the 
future, and then we met my brother serving in the R.F.A. 
He told my brother; “This is going to'be hell for us. Those 
who come through will be very fortunate.” He seemed to 
think this was the end. 


We proceeded to Zouave Wood, beautifully wooded. 
We found a narrow sunken road where we awaited the 
arrival of the Company, and here we took up position for 
the counter-attack. We had our full strength of sixty men. 
Gilbert was really wonderful, cheering the men and pointing 
to our objective. At this time ‘Jerry’ was giving us hell. 
Half the platoon were casualties from the shells and falling 
trees, but Gilbert spoke to every man. At last he sat alone, 
very quiet, as if praying. 


At 2.45 p.m. we blew our 
whistles and were over the top, 
but only sixteen men were 
able to make it. We ran for 
about 200 yards, then down 
for a breather. With a wave of 
his arm the men were up again, 
but only nine this time. We 
had gone about 150 yards, 
when running neck and neck, 
we both fell together. | found 
my left arm useless, but Gilbert 
was in very poor shape, blood 
gushing from his throat. I put 
a bandage on this, but it was p 
useless, and Gilbert just gave Gilbert Talbot’s grave, 
mea smile and with the words, SATIS Wanit 
“Pm finished”, he passed on as he would have wished, 
leading the remnants of his platoon. 


4 S v 


He had done more than his duty. He was respected by all 
who knew him and inspired every person he met. It was 
always, “My men first, my life does not count”. 
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The Old House Today 


JACK TREFUSIS 


Chairman, Ihe Old House Committee 


IFTY YEARS AGO, Every-Man’s Club was founded in the 
Poi House at Poperinge and continued, thanks to 
Tubby’s inspiration and enthusiastic helpers, until 1918. 
Here was the embryo of the Toc H Movement which has 
expanded into the organisation as we know it today. A new 
generation—no, two generations—have since grown up and 
are playing an active part within its walls. What meaning 
has the Old House to them and what is its function today? 


The Old House is at a cross-roads! The sign-post is 
pointing up an attractive and exciting path to great things, 
both for itself and, more important, for all of us. We have 
our more elderly members, who have known the House 
from its inception as a centre of fellowship for serving men 
in the excessive strains of war. To them it is a place of 
pilgrimage, and rightly so, for the hopes and ideals of the 
“Lost Generation” are bound up in the Old House and its 
associations with the Ypres Salient, the Menin Gate, the 
war cemeteries and the old places they knew and had 
fought over in their earlier days. 


But what of our younger visitors? Little or no sense of 
pilgrimage exists among them, but in its place there is a 
challenge. Much is to be done and they come, are strength- 
ened and go home better and more effective for their brief 
sojourn. This was foreseen by Lord Wakefield at the 
reopening of Talbot House on Easter Day 1931 when he 
said: 

“The younger men (and women) will not come here for 
sadness, nor to renew the hatreds of war. Toc H is pledged 
to conquer hate and to disown discouragement. Here, 
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therefore, they will find no element of anger, no bitter 
memories; but courage and endurance and unselfishness. 
The Christ of Flanders will watch over them and make 
them his disciples. Poperinge will get used to seeing bodies 
of British men (and women) come laughing in through the 
old doors. They will stay here awhile, confer, discuss and 
fill their minds, not with thoughts of war, but with the 
nobler victories of peace. Old men will dream their dreams 
and young men will see their visions; and good will flow 
through them to the poor and needy, the sick, the prisoners, 
the friendless and the young, from this old home of British 
troops in Flanders. About it memories linger; within it 
hope is born.” 


Ground floor, looking towards the garden, as 
modern visitors know it. 


Our work in the Old House is now passing more and more 
to these younger men and, together with them, to our good 
Belgian friends. Through John Mitchell’s able guidance 
youth commandos have been undertaking tasks in Belgium 
and in return we have’ been entertaining parties of Belgian 
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youth in England. Several of our Belgian friends jn 
Poperinge have joined Toc H and with the support of the 
Roman Catholic Church, led by the Bishop of Bruges. they 
have shown great interest in working with us and, indeed, 
giving us lessons in unselfish service. A Flemish edition of 
the Friends of the Old House Newsletter is now published 
by them to bring us closer together in thought and action. 
Our Jubilee celebrations in Poperinge in June will be under 
the patronage of the King of the Belgians. Tubby will 
receive the Freedom of Poperinge and there will be a banquet 
and a “Toc H Street” naming. The Burgomaster of Ypres 
is also preparing a civic welcome. 


All this is touching on the fringe of things connected with 

the Old House. From a place of pilgrimage, it is becoming a 

q centre of action. These, then, are the nobler victories of 

peace about which Lord Wakefield spoke. Our Elder 

Brethren and older members can in certainty feel that their 

dreams are justified, that the Old House has a positive 
meaning in Toc H today. 


Occupation and Liberation 
THE EDITOR 


TT HERE Is IN safe keeping at Toc H Headquarters a 
manuscript containing the account of how the Old 
House survived the stresses and dangers of World War II, 
including of course the four years of German occupation. 
A much condensed version of the story is contained in 
Barclay Baron’s guide to the Salient, Jn Flanders Fields. 


In the German ‘blitzkrieg’ across Belgium and northern 
France in May 1940 Poperinge saw little actual fighting, 
though it was dive-bombed when the German air force was 
harrying the columns of retreating refugees and the British 
forces fighting their rearguard action towards Dunkirk. 
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Although the Old House was straddled with bombs it 
escaped any damage. 


The last Toc H members to see Talbot House before the 
curtain descended were Rex Calkin, Padre Austen Williams 
and Brian Bonham-Carter of the Toc H Services Club staff, 
on May 20. That same night they were taken prisoner and 
spent the next four and a half years in German Prisoner of 
War Camps. 


In July 1940 the German occupying forces gave twenty- 
four hours’ notice of their intention to requisition Talbot 
House as an army billet and headquarters. Protests could 
avail nothing; there seemed little that could be done, and 
yet a very great deal was accomplished. During the night, 
despite the 11 p.m. curfew, all the furniture, even the piano, 
all the books and historic treasures were removed by a 
number of Belgian friends. The Lamp was buried in the 
garden of M. Arthur Lahaye, Secretary of the Talbot House 
Association. 
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Next day the Germans were furious to find the house 
empty, but Arthur Lahaye pointed out that the requisition 
had not referred to furniture and possibly this had been 
looted by people in need. The people who performed this 
fine service to Toc H knew they were courting great danger, 
indeed Arthur Lahaye was later forced to go into hiding on 
account of his stout defence of the interests of Talbot 
House and of his pro-British sympathies. 


René and Olida Berat, the faithful old caretakers of the 
Old House, were forced to leave. René lived on in hope for 
the day when “they would come back”, but he died five 
months before the liberation came. 


They Came Back 


It was not until September 1944 that the Allies swept 
back into Flanders. In Poperinge the civilians had long 
been preparing flags—Union Jacks, Tricolours, and Stars 
and Stripes, to greet the liberators. There was momentary 
disconcertment when the Allied tanks which rumbled into 
the Grande Place turned out to be Polish, but all that 
mattered was that Poperinge was again free! 


As the Allies came in at one end of the town the Germans 
were pulling out at the other. Report has it that their 
engineers had wired the Old House for demolition but that 
General Reinhardt, commanding the rearguard on that 
sector, chose it for his temporary headquarters and only 
pulled out at the very last minute. 


Before they left the General’s staff started a bonfire of 
their files and documents on the ground floor of the house. 
However, no sooner had they disappeared than Marcel 
Derynck and a friend ran to Talbot House, carefully looking 
out for booby-traps or demolition charges. Thus they 
arrived before the bonfire had got a good hold and they 
were able to put it out. 


Appropriately the first Britisher to re-enter Poperinge 
was Frank Gillard of the B.B.C., a dyed-in-the-wool Toc H 
member from the West Country. That night he gave over 
the B.B.C. the first news that Talbot House in Poperinge 
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Return to Poperinge. This group, left to right, shows Charles Young, 
Tubby (in Merchant Navy cap). Paul Stessor, Barclay Baron and 
Shaun Herron. 


was intact. He had found Olida Berat in the Sacré Coeur 
Hospital, aged but eager to send messages to all her Toc H 
friends, especially to Tubby and Barkis and Major Paul 
Slessor, for whom the Old House had been a labour of love 
all through the inter-war years. Frank wrote a full account 
of his experience, which was published in the October 1944 
JOURNAL. 


It was granted to Olida to see her Toc H friends again 
and she died in August 1945, a very happy woman and, 
like her husband, a faithful steward from start to finish. 


Paul Slessor had gone out there as soon as he could get 
permission and from far and near the “looted” furniture 
began to reappear. On carts and bicycles it came, some 
from as far afield as Ypres. No one had really known who 
had what, but when all was done the tally was complete 
and everything was back in its appointed place as though 
nothing had happened and the Occupation had been but a 
nightmarish sort of dream. 


Soon the Old House was open again as a Toc H Services 
Club, with Charles Young as Warden. Our Belgian friends, 
men and women, young and old, worked day and night to 
help. They called themselves the Bridgebuilders and today, 
twenty years after, they are still bridgebuilding as anyone 
knows who visits Poperinge. 


Thanks be to God Who so wonderfully made Toc H 
and Who has so wonderfully preserved its birthplace. 


The Next Fifty Years 


T er us remember with gratitude that God still uses the 

Old House to bring home to men that behind the ebb 
and flow of things temporal stand the eternal realities. The 
tense has been changed to the present because the truths 
are the same now as when the original words formed part 
of our Main Resolution. 


When Lord Wakefield bought our birthplace and gave it 
to Toc H he endowed it with £10,000. Since then, quietly, 
in large and small sums. legacies promised have increased 
this by another £4,000. 


By the end of this year we hope to assure Tubby that by 
further promises or by direct donations the endowment 
will reach £20,000. 


We trust that all our friends wil! share our conviction 
that the vitality flowing from the Old House is as valid for 
tomorrow's needs and tomorrow's generations as it was 
fifty years ago. Those who can act now will help to ensure 
its future. 


Legacies should be left to Toc H Incorporated but 
naming the Endowment Fund of Talbot House Poperinge. 
It would be helpful if notice of the intention could be sent 
in confidence to the Hon. Treasurer. Toc H Headquarters. 
15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 
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THE OLp House RE-OPENING, EASTER, 1931 


Tubby is seen at the boitom of the picture, Leonard Browne and Reggie 

May are just behind the Commanding Officer, while the front rank of the 

procession consists of Owen Watkins, Barclay Baron, Harry Ellison, and 
*Shi* (Major Shiner). 
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Old House - New Look ? 


JOHN MITCHELL 


se TOC H EXPERIMENTAL Work Camp abroad”, our 

A School Correspondent had called it, and until I 
actually set foot on the Continent it seemed that the only 
detail of the nature of the project which | was to possess 
was its title. This did nothing to allay my doubts which, as 
the holidays approached and the cold light of reason 
dawned, filled my mind. “Work” sounded grim after a 
strenuous 10!-week term, and that, coupled with “Camp”, 
led me to fear the worst. “Experimental” could also cover 
a wide range of topics, all dubious. The fact that our enter- 
prises were to be carried out away from our gloomy, 
pre-budget, rain-filled shores seemed the only redeeming 
feature”. So wrote a seventeen-year-old volunteer who took 
part in the project based on the Old House at Easter 1964. 


“The next day we were taken to our work site at the Pool 
of Peace, some ten miles from Poperinge. We surprised our 
Belgian supervisor, Monsicur Gryson, by completing two 
scheduled days’ work in one. Although the work of clearing 
the undergrowth and shovelling soil was heavy, the pleasant 
site, fine weather and friendly atmosphere made the task 
easier.” So wrote another of the party. 


In addition to clearing the Pool, which is a mine crater 
on the Messines Ridge, dating from 1917, the boys built 
small pontoons, made a path round the edge of the Pool, 
and erected a small wooden hut as a shelter. They completed 
a five-day work programme in three days. 


It would be wrong to jump to conclusions after one 
successful week at Poperinge, but could it not be that 
working weeks at the Old House may take their place 
regularly alongside pilgrimages and jaunts? 


It would seem that the best and most direct way to get to 
know the people of Poperinge, and to demonstrate what 
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Some of the digging party at ‘de Lovie’. 


Talbot House really means, is to serve. At Whitsun last 
year twenty young people went across for the weekend, and 
spent the Saturday working at ‘de Lovie’, a home for 
mentally handicapped boys near Poperinge. The idea of a 
working trip to ‘Pop’ appealed to them. Plans for future 
schools parties have gone ahead this year, with a dozen boys 
spending a week at Easter working at “de Lovie’ and later 
a party of schoolgirls will be camping and working there. 
In addition there will be a repeat of last year’s successful 
Whitsun visit. 


But let no one fear that the deeper significance of Talbot 
House is in danger of being forgotten. Here again, the boys 
who were there last year were far from silent. One wrote: 
“However, | am sure that everyone enjoyed themselves, 
they had also given something and gained a great deal 
through having lived with the Belgians for a week. It helped 
me to realise how stupid war is, and it showed me what 
Toc H is. | was amazed how well all got on with one another 
and at the complete absence of any friction; this is where I 
think I saw Toc H. Finally, | should like to say how much 
l enjoyed the simple services in the Upper Room. I, for one, 
will never forget the atmosphere of the place.” 
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Small Branches 


GILBERT FRANCIS 


SUPPOSE it can be truthfully said that there is no wider 
I a divergence of opinion on any subject in Toc H than 
over the question of what should be done about small 
Branches, ranging from those who would close them with- 
out further ado, to those who contend that they should be 4 
kept alive for as long as possible, regardless of whether they 
are serving any useful purpose or not. lt is a question which 
exercises the minds of leaders at all levels but which seems, 
often enough, to get little attention from the people most 
concerned, the members of the small units themselves. 


Toc H learned, very early in its history, the basic truth 
that real fellowship exists in small groups, and this truth, 
accepted over the years, has become the excuse for the 
continuance of Branches with a total membership amounting 
to only a single figure. The equally basic truth seems to have 
been overlooked; that real fellowship can exist and flourish 
only where there is a sufficient mixture of men to produce 
the occasional tensions which are the tests of the strength of 
the fellowship. In many of our small Branches it is impos- 
sible for such tensions to be borne for the simple reason 
that the mixture is inadequate, consequently most of the 
members have the same view of life. In these Branches there 
is a definite and undoubted fellowship, but it is the fellow- 
ship of like-minded men rather than that of men learning to 
think fairly in the face of their differences. 


It would be unfair to suggest that because of this every 
Branch with a single-figure membership ought to be wiped 
off the strength. There can be no doubt that some of them. 
particularly in small communities, are able to exercise a 
very real influence in the life of their community and to give 
a lead in questions of local importance. Others are able to 
call on a wide circle of friends for help with certain of their 
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jobs, and so are able to answer calls beyond the scope of 
their normal strength. Nevertheless the fact remains that in 
many others neither of these things happen and the Branch 
becomes a gathering of men who, though good friends, are 


largely ineffective in their neighbourhood because of their 
sheer weakness. 


This does not mean that every small Branch should 
consider itself doomed and make arrangements for its own 
funeral service! Many small Branches, realising their danger, 
have seen their situation as a challenge and have risen above 
it to do great things. | can say with truth that a large 
number of the good Branches L know have passed through 
this same experience at some time in their history and, 
through what Padre Herbert Leggate used to describe as 
‘stickability’, have lived to fight again. The means and 
methods they have used have varied, but in every case there 
have been two essentials: (a) that the Branch must realise 
its situation and (b) that it must be willing to make the effort 
necessary to recover itself. It is a truth proven over the years 
that no amount of outside help can aid a Branch that isn’t 
prepared to help itself, but given these two essentials it has 
a fighting chance. 


Ways of Helping 


One method, used with success in various places over the 
years, is that of deliberately choosing a handful—say, ten 
or a dozen—incividual men with whom members are 
acquainted, and personally inviting them along to a Branch 
meeting “to see something of what Toc H is about”. The 
Branch programme and the Jobmastery for the next three 
months or so will have been carefully planned with these 
particular men in mind. The friendship of the Branch and 
the invitation to lend a hand will count for much, and | 
would be surprised if some of these men did not find them- 
selves in the Branch. I can recall one Branch of five active 
members four years ago which today numbers around 
twenty-five; another, of six men three years ago which is 
now seventeen strong, and many others who in some degree 
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have added to their strength by this method. The regular 
Guest-night when the Branch sits down to supper with a 
few real guests (not visiting members!) can be used in much 
the same way, but to be successful either method must be 
carefuily planned. 

Some Branches find themselves dwindling in numbers 
because of poor leadership and consequent lack of inspir- 
ation. If this be so they ought not to be too proud to ask for 
help. and in several cases which come to my mind the 
temporary transfer of a couple of members from a nearby 
Branch has been enough to turn the tide. Other small 
Branches have found the courage to take on a job which 
they were not strong enough to tackle by themselves but 
which they could not conscientiously refuse. They have had 
to ask people outside the Branch to help, and have been 
surprised to find that this can produce members! 


Commendable Commendations 


Many a small Branch has been given new and vigorous 
life by a member from elsewhere moving house or job and 
so linking up with the Branch. This cannot be advocated as 
a method of solving the small Branch’s problems, but it 
does emphasise the value of prompt and accurate commend- 
ation of members moving about, a duty in which we are 
often sadly lacking! 


Lastly, the answer to the problems of some small Branches 
is for them firmly to be closed and left fallow for a period 
before a completely new start is made with new people and 
new ideas. If it is apparent that this is the only answer then 
we ought to be strong-minded enough to make this decision, 
in the knowledge that in many cases it has been the prelude 
to strong and lively rebirth. Sometimes the decision is 
difficult. as in the case | can recall of a Branch being slowly 
smothered by two devoted members, who loved it dearly, 
but whose ideas were those of the nineteen-twenties. It is a 
matter for thanksgiving that the Branch concerned has 
been succeeded by one which, drawing on new blocd, has 
been built into a real power-house in the community. 
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J ALEC CHURCHER has been 
appointed Hon. Commissioner 
of Toc H in South Africa. 


X Joun Jans, who recently 
completed a tour of staff duty 
in Australia, has now taken up 
his full-time appointment in 
Scotland, based on Glasgow. 


X ADRIAN DupMan, lately 
Chairman of Surrey Arca, 
joined the Staff on April 1 and 
is at present undergoing a 
period of training prior to 
appointment to the Northern 
Area. 


Xt THE STAFF CONFERENCE was 
held at Cambridge from April 
4-6. 

2} CENTRAL Council. The 
Report of the Annual Mecting 
will appear in the June issue. 


Tne JUBILEE ART EXHIBI- 
TION to be held at 42 Trinity 
Square, E.C.3, during the 
London Week includes a wide 
variety of entries indicative of 
the many interests of Toc H 
members. 


1 


163 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


z THe BupGeTt does not affect 
Deeds of Covenant signed by 
members and Builders for 
Toc H. With tax increased to 
8s. 3d. in the £ they become 
more valuable than ever. 


X THE SCOTTISH 
FestivaL will be 
Stirling on June 5. 


z4 THE WINANT VOLUNTEERS 
for this year will arrive from 
the United States on June 17 
and spend five days on Iona 
before travelling to London. 


JUBILEE 
held at 


X THE CLAYTON VOLUNTEERS 
leave for the U.S.A. on June 
26. 


X Dor Knap. Please see page 
175 for details of parties in 
which vacancies exist at 
present. 


X* THE WorlD Viait will take 
place on December 11-12. 


*tB.A.O.R. Staff are still 
wanted for the Toc H Services 
Staff in Germany. Apply Ser- 
vices Secretary at Head- 
quarters. 


Mobile Action 


Tr 1s comforting to know that 

after two thousand years of 
waiting, Mr. Smith is now able 
to confirm the Church’s activi- 
lies by reference to Mobile 
Action! He may be anxious to 
keep Christ out of Mobile 
Action, but it is going a bit far 
to kick Him out of the Church. 


Mr. Smith is entitled to his 
views about the Church; he is 
not entitled to mis-represent 
what Christianity is about. For 
the Christian, the proposition 
“Gad is love”, is not reversible, 
and it took far more than a 
belief in the rightness of love for 
the Church to endure 300 years 
of persecution and become the 
faith of the Western World. Mr. 
Smith would evidently have 
preferred 2,000 years of peace 
and a cuckoo clock in Switzer- 
land, to wars, Michaclangelo, 
Capitalism, Dante and Renais- 
sance in Italy. 


_ I assure him that I am neither 
impotent nor a sentimentalist: 
nor, I believe, are most people 
in Mobile Action. They would 
not pretend to the title of a 
Movement, but many find that 
Christianity makes their service 
more meaningful and purposive. 
Perhaps if Mr. Smith were to 


involve himself in Christianity 
instead of dropping on it from 
a great height, he might feel fess 
“wishy-washy”. Q 


London. JOUN GINGELL 


ore BRANCH only meets 
monthly so to keep every 
member and quite a number of 
supporters aware of all happen- 
ings we have started to produce 
a monthly letter. 


One interesting and very en- 
couraging item is the success of 
the Mobile Action group and I 
am convinced that if ever a 
Branch is looking for the answers 
to the question, “How can we 
attract young people to Toc H?", 
here is one idea really worth 
trying. 


They are a grand bunch of 
lads and lassies, very keen, and 
run their show entirely on their 
own. To me this is Toc H as I 
first knew it thirty-plus years 
ago, when practically the whole 
Branch was composed of very 
young men. I do hope that other 
units in Eastern London and 
further afield have given this 
very serious thought. 


YYALLY JONES 
Rochford, 
Essex. 
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Etembeni 


AST AUGUST, while on leave in 

South Atrica, I visited 
Etembeni and gained the very 
best impression. It was a living 
work in every way, and doing a 
first-class service for the Zulu 
people. I hope it will continue to 
get the fullest support. 


W. H. C. FREND 
Cambridge. 


Journal in Braille 


lege be most grateful if you 
will express my appreciation 
through your columns to Gerald 
E. Neal (November JOURNAL) 
for his letter regarding a Braille 
edition of the JOURNAL. As a 
result of his letter, you will be 
interested to learn that, after 
many years in the wilderness, a 
very old (in years as well as 
membership) member is now 
able to enjoy his only contact 
with the Movement through the 


medium of the JournaL. My 
grateful thanks too goes to the 
Hon. Norah Hewitt who has 
co-operated over this matter. 


RICHARD J. SMAIL 
Ashford, Kent. 


Holiday Enquiries 


ROM TIME to time we (and, [ 
expect, other Branches in 
holiday resorts) get requests for 
help in finding holiday accom- 
modation. 


Tt would be a great help if 
enquirers would give as full 
particulars as possible of their 
needs, especially the dates of 
their proposed stay, and how 
much they are prepared to pay. 

While we are glad to help as 
far as we can, the Information 
Bureau of the resort concerned 
can often provide a better 
selection of addresses. 

Rec BARKWAY 
Eastbourne, Sussex. 


Ernie says: 


l said we met weekly and 
he asked how we spelt that 
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Jubilee Jottings 


ROM LOOE Branch comes a taste of Cornish cream of 
Toc H in the shape of a “Golden Jubilee Souvenir 
Booklet” for wide (and free) distribution to residents and 
visitors. A 28-page production made possible by the support 
of 54 local advertisers—and there was no room for those at 
the end of the queue!—it contains the year’s programme of 
Jubilee events; a good profile of Toc H and town, both 
topical and historical; and a look forward to 2015 by two 
prospective members aged 11} and 15. 


Solihull Branch in Warwickshire lend a hand at a home 
for so-called ineducable girls, which stands in 45 over- 
grown acres. In conjunction with International Voluntary 
Service they are running a three-week work camp in June 
to restore the scrub to parkland. The European volunteers 
will meet Toc H on the job and be given a real Midlands 
welcome in their free time. 


Shares for Toc H 


A NY MEMBER or Builder who wants to mark the Jubilee 

by giving Toc H a permanent tax-free income as well 

as a legacy can do so in one simple action; that is, by 

handing over to Toc H now cash or investments of any 

amount, on the understanding that they will form part of 

the permanent investment of Toc H. Bonus issues of shares 
can be made over to Toc H in this way. 


This method, which a thoughtful member has already 
initiated, avoids all further income tax, surtax, estate duty, 
gifts tax, and any other tax a Chancellor may think out. 
The Hon. Treasurer will be pleased to hear from you. 


K.R.R. 
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Elder Brethren 
"With proud thanksgiving . . .’ 


BALMENT.—On March 2, FREDERICK WILLIAM BALMENT, aged 
79, a member of Calstock Branch. Elected September 1951. 


Co.iins.—On December 17, Stuart CoLLins, a member of 
St. Budeaux Branch. Elected 11.4.34. 

Coox.—On March 13, WitttaAmM Cook, aged 69, a member of 
Bedwas Branch. Elected 28.12.°55. 

CranrieLp.—On February 25, Henry PERCY CRANFIELD, aged 
70, a member of Lee Branch. Elected 15.1.°57. 

Evans.—On March 4, DaviD Joun Evans, aged 44, a member 
of Stroud Branch. Elected 2.2.’61. 

Hensspy.—On February 22, CHRISTOPHER GrorGe HEnssy, 
aged 62, a member of Southborough Branch. Elected 1.11.'32. 

JELLEYMAN.—On February 13, NORMAN JELLEYMAN, aged 49, 
a founder member of Alvechurch Branch, Elected 20.7.’60. 

Knotr.—On March 7, JAMES ALBERT Knott, aged 66, a 
founder member and Pilot of Llanelly Branch. Elected 9.4.52. 

Lanc.—On March 6, Francis SAMUEL LANG, aged 68, the 
Secretary of Salford Branch. Elected 21.1.‘53. 

Lucas,—On February 21, Hernerr Lucas, aged 59, a member 
of Market Harborough Branch. Elected 6.2.’62. 

MacpbonaLp.—~On January 18, Dr. KENNETH MACKENZIE 
MACDONALD, aged 69, a member of Consett Branch.Elected 13.5.°30. 

McKenzte.—On March [8,JoHN MCPHERSON MCKENzIE,aged 82, 
a member of Alloa Branch. Elected 11.6.°42. 

MemBuRY.—On January 11, WILLIAM JosEPpH MEMBURY, aged 67, 
a member of Guelph Branch, Canada. Elected 1937. 

MILBORROW.—On March 21, ina car accident, NORMAN ERNEST 
MiLporrow, aged 35, a member of Radford Branch and formerly 
of Wimbledon Branch. Elected 19.8.°53. 

Purpey.—On February 12, Syoney CHARLES JOHN PuRDEY, 
aged 58, a member of Plymouth Branch. Elected 18.6.°39. 

ReNDLE.—On March 17, LesLie Robert RENDLE, aged 59, 
a member of Ashtead Branch. Elected 26.10.°49. 

Scott.—On March 2, Norman Leste Scotr, aged 69, a 
member of Wellingborough Branch. Elected 3.6.’60. 

StEvens.—On March 27, FRANK NORMAN STEVENS, aged 56, 
a Notts. & Derby Arca member. Elected 29.6.'33. 

Stronc.—On February 10, HAROLD STRONG, aged 56, a 
member of the former Brimington Branch. Elected 8.2.’52. 

Woorron.—On February 25, ERNest CLAUD WoorTron, aged 50, 
a member of Beeston Branch. Elected 19.9.°39. 
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Etembeni Prospect 


DON McKENZIE 


T AM BACK in harness again after an unavoidable absence 
L through illness. It was an unforgettable experience to 
return to the Valley and the hills known so well, and to be 
amongst the people whom we serve and love. The daily 
work, the administration and the life on the Botha's Hil] 
Settlement had been uninterrupted. This is most important 
because administration has been so organised that the job 
being done and the principles which guide us all are much 


more important than the people who administer the daily 
business of the Settlement. 


It has been heart-warming to learn that Toc H in Great 
Britain has responded so well to the Etembeni After-Care 
Project. This is a campaign against tuberculosis amongst 
our African people and we are deeply grateful for the 
remittances which have been received to date, so that we 
may pay for the salaries of an Agricultural Demonstrator. 
Health Educator and Home Visitors. At last we have 
succeeded in getting hold of just the best man for 
our Project as Agricultural Demonstrator. He is Mr. 
Samuel Kuzwayo, who received his original training at an 


Agricultural College out here and subsequently joined the 
Valley Trust adjoining us. 


I believe that you would like to know something regard- 
ing the administrative set-up of the Settlement which was 
founded by Toc H and is now affiliated to the South 
African National Tuberculosis Association. It is an auto- r 
nomous organisation, completely free of political influences, 
with a Constitution entitling Toc H to nominate four 
members to the Management Committee and four members 
are elected at each annual general meeting. The Warden, 
the Assistant Warden, the Secretary and Treasurer are 
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responsible to the Management Committee for administra- 
tion. Doctors, trained African nurses and nurse aides, take 
care of the medical work and an African Matron is in 
charge of the Settlement medical staff. The South African 
Government and other Local Authorities provide the 
finance on a “patient day cost” basis, but this specifically 
excludes such expenditure as After-Care. 


Kentish Express 


At Ashford, Kent, some young folk show Colin Campbell a model they have 
made of Botha’s Hill Settlement 
It is now recognised, after long experience, that straight- 
forward rehabilitation, as carried out in a Rehabilitation 
Workshop, is inadequate. Patients are often re-admitted 
after discharge because of faulty eating habits and diets. 
For some years, two African Home Visitors have been 
visiting homes of discharged patients and, with the inform- 
ation now at our disposal, we know that there is a tre- 
mendous field of endeavour before us. You and us, working 
together, can make a worthwhile contribution towards the 
stimulation of interest and travel a long way along the road 
to help the Africans to help themselves. 
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The two projects are described as follows:— 


Out of town meeting centre, Salisbury 


One facility which voluntar 
youth clubs, etc. 
Salisbury for m 


y Organisations, institutions 
k need 1s a centre in the countryside around 
eetings and conferences. Toc H has its own 
centre at Kwa Rua, twelve miles from Salisbury, which it 


has built up over the last three years. Now it intends to 
provide facilities at Kwa Rua for all who can make use of 
them. The erection of a building for this purpose is the 
Jubilee Year project. Work has already started with the 
intention that the centre should be completed in July and 
opened just before the United Kingdom members return 
home. 


Centre for After-Care of Mental Patients, Matero 


This is the major Zambian project on which the United 
Kingdom team will be involved. The intention is to convert 
some old buildings at Matero, a suburb of Lusaka, nN a 
centre where patients at the Chainama Hills Mental ie 
pital, who are ready for discharge but not ready on 
immediately to society, can live with their relativos eee 
are adjusted to normal community life. TER bie, eae 
this job in co-operation with the So ky ire 
ment, the Hospiial authoriues and the pa Mii 

n is i ded that the centre will come 1 
Works. It is inten GM. 


ation in July. 
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BEDS. & HERTS. 


Although BERKHAMSTED Branch is a bit low in numbers at the 
moment, the members arranged a fine gathering of their many 
friends in the town on March [9 to present the Elembeni tape and 
slides. The sight of a minute projector combined with a vast screen 
filled us with the liveliest misgivings but, after short introductions 
by the Branch Chairman and the Area Sccretary, the Chairman 
got behind the projector, and Jo and behold! the pictures appeared 
in clearest detail. The tape-recorder, which was provided by a friend 
of the Branch, made every word of Don McKenzie and his agri- 
cultural demonstrator carry throughout the big hall. The attendance, 
the Branch thought, was slightly disappointing but the response 
generous. MAYNE ELSON 


NORTH WALES 


Substantial funds towards the Etembeni appeal are being raised as 
a result of the film and tape’s itinerary around the Division. So far 
about £40 has been raised in the Conway District, in addition to £60 
from the newly formed Gwynepp District. 

Every ticket — almost a thousand -— was sold days before the brass 
band concert and choral festival organised by Acton & GARDEN VIL- 
LAGE Branch and held at the William Aston Hall, Wrexham. The 
‘sounding brass’ was provided by the C.W.S. (Manchester) Band, and 
the ‘voices’ by Rhos Orpheus Choir. Anxious to take full advantage 
of the tide now running in favour of ‘band and voice’ concerts in North 
Wales, the Branch have re-engaged both band and choir for a concert 
in October, when'‘procceds will be in aid of the Family Purse and the 
Etembeni project. 

A reflection of revitalised Toc H in North Wales is provided by an 
urgent S.O.S. for contacts in Bala, Caernarvon, Ruthin and Abergele, 
where the Division’s extension team are planning immediate develop- 
ments. Wyn ROBERTS 
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Middlesex Advertiser &C ount 
ia, ty Gazette 
Uxbridge members and boys from the Middlesex County Council home 


show the right party spirit. 
SURREY and SUSSEX 


In April we said au revoir and God-speed to Adrian Dudman 
he joined the Staff, the first member for many a day that Mee 
Areas have produced to be a ‘full-timer’. We commend him to the 
friendship of the Family in Durham, and we know that they too, in 
due course, will value as much as we have the many contributions 
he makes to the life of our Movement. He is still only twenty-seven 
and his efforts during his nine years in Surrey as Arca Treasurer 
and for the last three years as Area Chairman have been much 
appreciated. His enthusiasm has been felt in every unit in the Area, 
and it was because of his initiative that Cranleigh Branch was 
formed, that we now have a Mobile Action unit in Horsell, and 
that now there will also be a unit in Ash where, according to the 
‘Knockers’, there will be a most enthusiastic start for Adrian to 
lead as his last duty in Surrey. He will most surely leave his mark 
with us, and a bookcase will be presented to him at a ‘secret 
gathering, when we shall give all our good wishes to him and his 
family. A 

For Fellowship, take a Land Rover and ten men on a 300 mile 
round trip, and they wili have learnt what it is all about long before 
they reach Dor Knap. So found these men from Sussex in March, 
when they went to share a weekend with members from the 
Western Area. For Fun, take a large District, present a weird and 
cumbersome trophy, and get each Branch to put on a short enter- 
tainment, the winners to hold the trophy for a year. The result was 
over a hundred present at Ashley House in West Sussex in March. 
For the Future, think and plan; that is what two of the new groups 
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in Sussex are doing; at Seaford, where an impressive extension 
mpaign has been launched, and at Portslade, where the members 
fave put their faith and a great deal of hard work into the formation 
of a new club for the handicapped. For Faith, plan big; don’t 
big day at Eastbourne College on June 19; and in alt 


et our aan 3 o e 
ae and thoughts be decisive. {t's clearly obvious in these Areas 


that where we can make up our minds we are winning men. 


Ray FABES 


Bristol Evening Post 


On behalf of Toc H the Lord Mayor of Bristol receives fram comedian Harry 
Worth a mini-coach given by Bristol Motor Company for work with 
handicapped children. 


NORTHERN 


NewcastLe Branch are having a Jubilee Exhibition in the 
marquee at Newcastle City Flower Show which is being held in 
August. The Branch. with the assistance of the District, will be in 
attendance to give information during the whole of the week. 

CATTERICK VILLAGE Branch are always finding unusual jobs. 
The neighbourhood, like many parts in the north, is suffering from 
the ever-increasing number of moles, so their latest job is to help in 
reducing their numbers. What next? moleskin waistcoats? 

When lain Fraser visited Ryton Branch, a member of Hexham 
recorded his talk and sent the tape to the Albany Joint Branch, 
Western Australia, at their request. I am sure it will be enjoyed and 
passed on to other Branches out there. Guisborough group are 
assisting the local Council in their Churchill Appeal by running a 
bookstall each Saturday morning for a month. Bit BURTON 
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Se eee 


E. R. Phillips, Carmarthen 
A bird table made by Llanllwch Branch is received by members of the group 
at Coamb Cheshire Home. 


NORTHERN LONDON 


The New Leadership experiment, whereby nearly all the duties of 
the Area Executive were placed in the hands of District Teams, has 
now been in progress in the Area for a year, and the first annual 
Area Meeting was held in the middle of March. 

On the whole, the reports and comments on the first year’s 
working of the scheme were encouraging. It seems to have led to a 
higher standard of District Team representation, to an increased 
participation by Branches in District affairs, and to more talk 
about ‘us’ doing things and Jess about ‘them’. On the other hand, 
apart from the splendid revival which has taken place in PoTTERS 
Bar Branch, largely brought about by Upper Brent District, no 
new units have been gained or attempted during the year. Only 
three Branches added to their strength; seven lost members. How- 
ever, GILPIN Way District are hoping to start a new group at 
Gospel Oak soon. 

Some time was devoted to thinking about training needs and plans 
for the future, but the biggest argument raged round Branch status 
renewals under the new regime. Last year, it was said, they became 
almost automatic and there were two schools of thought, one which 
felt that this was more realistic and another which held that much 
more care ought to be exercised by the Districts in this vital matter. 
Bob Knight, the Administrative Padre, said that the Central Guard 
of the Lamp expected a high standard in Branches and were pre- 
pared to help us, or even to press us, to achieve it. 


MAYNE ELSON 
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DOR KNAP 


4 «p place can there be to bring one's family and friends 
TE eee sirroundings of Dor Knap? Bring them here on 
a Monday June 7, our Open Day. They will be able to enjoy 

wub cross the Vale cf Evesham, explore the grounds and the 
the ae cil Broadway Beacon at the top of the hill or the twelfth 
pete “St Eadburgh’s Church at the foot. The Pageant we con- 
a iicd originally will now be replaced by other gay attractions 
Bech will take place during the afternoon and carly evening, 
thanks to the support of our local Branches. 

By all means bring your own provender and picnic in the grounds, 
but tea and refreshments will also be laid on at a very moderate 
cost. It will help the Warden if partics intending to come by coach 
will notify him so that arrangements can be made for parking 


nearby. 

Some members may wish to stay at Dor Knap over the whole of 
the Whitsun holiday, in which case they will be welcome to apply 
to join the conference on “Toc H in Depth”, led by John Callf. 


Our snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils, and all the other signs of 
Spring, will be gone by then, but the house-martins will soon be 
here to inspect progress on the games-room. Summer will not seem 
far away and it will not be long before August 2! and Warden’s 


Weck—the best of the year! 
Tommy TRINDER 


Dor Knap Central Parties 


pesons are coming in steadily for these centrally 
ŻA organised parties, but there is still room for more. 
Apply to the respective party leaders as soon as possible, 
please. 


W July 9-15 “Jubilee Round-up”. Leader: Colin Campbell. 


W/E July 23 - 25 “The Challenge in Town and City”. Leader: 
Keith Rea. 


W August 14-21 Seniors’ Week. Leader: John Callf. 
W August 21-28 Warden's Week. Leader: Tommy Trinder. 
W/E September 3- 5 To be arranged. Leader: George Davis. 


W/E September 17-19 “First-timers” only. Leaders: Bob Knight 
and Cyril Cattell 


W/E October 29 - 31 “Taping Toc H”. Leaders: Harry Gell and 
Cyril Cattell. 


W/E = Weekend. W = Week. 
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~ AROUND 
=> THE WORLD 


New Zealand to South India 


Mike Waterhouse, a young New Zealand member of 
Mobile Action in London, recently returned to his native 
land to marry his lady. He travelled the cheap way over- 
land with his friend, Colin Royle, hitch-hiking half the 
distance. In Madras he made straight for Sam Rasalam, 
known to many members in the United Kingdom, and then 
sent us this description of his stay there: 


Under a hot sun the train rolled south through a flat vista of 
rice paddy, date palms and thatched houses. Shortly after Netlore | 
saw the shores of the Indian Ocean, the first time Colin and 1] had 
seen the sea since we left Istanbul, six weeks and 6,000 miles before. 
Then an hour later we reached Madras, Capital of the State of 
Madras and the principal city of South India. We humped our 
packs through the hot busy streets and, after enquiries, were 
directed to a bus which, having manoecuvred for half an hour 
through narrow fascinating streets, arrived at the entrance to the 
huge Buckingham and Carnatic Mills, one of the largest textile 
mills in Asia. Ten minutes later we were rescued from a curious 
crowd of Tamil workers by Lt.-Col. Sam Rasalam, We had made 
contact again with Toc H, many miles and many countries away 
from ‘42’. 

Sam Rasalam is the watch officer at the Mills. He and his charm- 
ing wife extended their warm hospitality and friendliness in their 
cool attractive house. We were given a most interesting and enjoy- 
able meal. Sam had told his wife to serve us fare such as they 
usually have—rice and stew, with Dahl, a curry, and Rasan, a 
light sauce, then Chapaties made from wheat flour, and curd from 
lime juice and milk. Later Benjamin and Gailon, the Rasalams’ 
sons, drove us around the city and on our return we met Sam 
Manickam, the Toc H secretary, and also Phyllis and Ronald 
D'Monte. Ronald is a radio sports commentator and Phyllis is the 
Toc H treasurer. To my delight I slept soundly that night in a 
large bed draped with a mosquito net under a slowly revolving fan. 


Next morning we breakfasted on Iddalie (steamed rice and 
black gram) spiced with a curry made from coconut and green 
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eX is 


Sorted =" ai 
le with Lt. Col. and Mrs. Rasalam. 


UA EN 


ts, e n N us 


Mike Waterhouse and Colin Roy 


chillies, local orange marmalade, e d Ara ve, unit tte 
‘arewells were sa o 

i Ta call on the way to the home of Sam Moment 
where we also met Mrs. Manickam, the Madras Toc H Mee mea 
are held there. We left Madras in the evening sunshine on theo 
British India steamer Rajula. The visit was all too brief but 1 have 
rich memories of the wonderful Indian friends we met there and 
the certain knowledge ihat the Lamp burns brightly in Madras. 


South India to Canterbury 


M. G. Jesubatham, Chairman of the Palayamkottai 
Branch in South India, has sent this account of his Branch 
to Padre Turner of Canterbury, and we reproduce it with 
our thanks to both. 


Palayamkoltai is in the southernmost part of this Great Indian 
Peninsula and we arc a small group of about thirty simple ordinary 
men of different ages and different walks of life. We meet together 
every Wednesday afternoon at the Chairman’s residence to plan 
and pray, to sing and serve, to listen to talks and to go out on jobs 
On the first Wednesday we have corporate Communion so as to 
start the month's work with the strength and grace of God 


i, adjacent to 
an forty persons have been 
art for a joint meeting with 


Palayamkottai. As a res 
y i ult more th 
baptized. One Wednesday is set ap 
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Catholics, when discussions on important subjects are carried on, 
resulting in closer friendship and understanding with the Catholics. 


We have started a Colony for Lepers and their families and we 
are providing rehabilitation and means of life for those who other- 
wise find life wretched. Toc H has succeeded in arousing public 
interest in. and sympathy for, these miserable fellow creatures. 
Several huts have been constructed and kept in good repair with 
the funds raised by public donations. There is much more to be 
done and we rely upon God to give us the strength and means to 


carry out our plans. 


Bob Simmons, Warden of Talbot House, Singapore, is often at 
the docks to welcome someone ashore. 


Singapore Welcome 


“Those committed to our friendship” is a phrase familiar 
in Toc H and it has a special meaning in the overseas parts 
of the Family. Many a person going abroad has found that 
a message from Toc H has gone ahead and has meant 
ready-made friendship at the far end. 


Nowhere is this more true than in Singapore, that busy 
cross-roads of the Far East. Talbot House, 11 Scotts Road, 
was first taken into use as a Services Club by Toc H, 
immediately after the Japanese surrender. Today it is still 
a Centre of Toc H activity amongst men and women, 
Services and civilians alike, European and Asian. 


Published by Toc H from 15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3, and printed in England by 
John Adams (Printers) Ltd., London, S.E.1 


Journal Smalls 


the month preceding publication. The 


Small Advertisements must be received 
(with remittance) by the first day of 
charge is 6d. a word (minimum 6s.). 


Editorial Office: Toc H, 15 Trinity Square. London, £.C.3. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
RUGES, BELGIUM. — Toc H parties and 


individual visitors to this lovely 


old city are 


offered good accommodation and excellent meals 
in a very friendly atmosphere at HOTEL JACOBS, 
Within casy reach of coast and other famed Cities 


of Art. 


English spoken, strongly recommended. 


Write for brochure and terms to Mr. Jules Lietaert, 
Hotel Jacobs, 1 Baliestraat, Bruges, Belgium 


YT 1S NOT too late to book a holi- 
day at Warden Manor this year in 
happy Toc H spirit. Full board 
£6. 15. 0. weekly (no extras). Enter- 
tainments. Tennis, Putting and other 
games free. Vacancies Whitsun (June 
4-8) also July 3 to 31 and August 28 
to September I8. Write to John Cole, 
Warden Manor, Eastchurch, Kent 


#2 UERNSEY, C.I. Good homely 

fare in Toc H family. Terms B.B. 
& E.M. £7. 7. 0d. — Write Mrs. P. 
Saunders, Petherton, Tertre Lane, 
Vale. Telephone St. Sampson's 4756. 


JUBILEE ITEMS 


EXHIBITION KITS: Available at 
£2. 10s. cach, these include seven 
composite panels (text and pictures); 
seven photographs of typical "jobs; 
two Jubilee pasters; twelve Jubilee 
leaflets; notes on obtaining local 
press publicity; Elembeni brochure, 
and other valuable display material. 


Jubilee Badge: “Wear your special 
Jubilee Badge at all Jubilee events 
this year. Jubilec symbol in black and 
gold on white enamel. Brooch type 
only, 2s. 


Jubilee Stationery: With two col- 
our Jubilee symbol. Envelopes 4s. 6d. 
per 100; Notepaper 6s. per 100 sheets. 
Obtainable from Toc H Publications 
Department. 


CAR BADGES 


Available to members of Toc H 
and Toc H Women's Association 


Lamp in silver with amber flame and 
Double Cross on a deep blue field 


Complete for fixing to radiator or bumper 
7c bars. Specify type required 
J 5/- when ordering direct from: 


TOC H, I5 Trinity Sq., E.C.3 


ETEMBENI 


A handsome twelve-page brochure containing 
sixteen coloured photographs of the Toc H T.B. Settle- 
ment at Botha’s Hill, Natal. 


Also a lape recording by Don McKenzie and Mr 
Mazibuko, an African Agriculturalist, describing their 
problems, and plans for future action (speed 33). 


An accompanying set of 71 colour transparencies (35 
mm.) provides graphic illustration. 


How you can help 


Get copies of this fine brochure for yourself and your 
friends. (Minimum contribution 2s. 6d. per copy, but 
we hope many people will give more.) 


llire the tape and transparencies (10s.) and 
plan a Guest-night, inviting the whole town to hear of 
the Etembeni venture. 


Organise an extra Special Effort to help mect 
the cost of this new work. 


For further details write to your Area Secretary, 
who now has copies of the tape and transparencies. 


